Winter 2020

Retirements and Elections Bring Changes to District Board
In early 2019, three NNSWCD Directors announced that they would not seek re-election for their seats on the District’s
Board of Directors in the November election. Derwin Booker, Charles “Chip” Jones, and Kenneth Savko each expressed
regret over the decision to not run, but cited retirement, time with family, work load and career demands as factors
considered as they made their decisions. Both Mr. Booker and Mr. Savko represented Lancaster County, while Mr.
Jones was a representative of Westmoreland County. All told, these gentlemen contributed a total of 30 years of
service and expertise to the District. We thank them for their service.
As of January 1, 2020, Lancaster County is now represented by Faye A. Andrashko, a long-time educator and
conservation advocate, and William “Billy” McCarty, III, Shellfish Specialist with the Virginia Department of Health and
part-time farmer. Westmoreland County’s newly elected District Director is Richard Wilkins, owner of Cedar Hill Farm,
one of 28 Century Farms in Westmoreland County. The District looks forward to working with our new Directors as we
work to fulfill our conservation mission.

Anticipating Well Deserved Family Time

Chip Jones Answers New Call to Service

When Derwin Booker was elected to
the NNSWCD Board of Directors,
iPods were brand new, cell phones
flipped open, and “liking” something
had nothing to do with social media.
Much has changed since 2002 when
Derwin took a seat to represent
Lancaster County. He joined the
ranks of Virginia’s only elected officials who serve for no
compensation. In 2012, Derwin took the reins as
Chairman of the District Board, making an even bigger
commitment to the District’s mission for the next eight
years.

Back in 1996 Charles “Chip” Jones’ was
a college student in search of a servicelearning project. As an Upton Scholar
at Rappahannock Community College,
he was required to complete a
volunteer project benefitting both the
community and the greater good. As a
Westmoreland County native with
farming in his blood, Chip understood the impact of
conservation practices on water quality. He was familiar
with the District’s work to promote Best Management
Practices to local producers.
At the time, the District was a partner on the Cat Point
Creek Watershed Project and was seeking volunteer water
monitors. Chip began his affiliation with the District, as a
water quality monitor in 1996. In 1997, Chip received the
NNSWCD Distinguished Volunteer Award, for his work on
the Cat Point Creek Watershed Project.
Since then, the former volunteer water monitor has
devoted many hours to the District and the State
Association over the years. He was elected as a District
Director, representing Westmoreland County in 2011 and
served as Vice-Chair of the NNSWCD Board of Directors
until the end of his term

Over the years, something that has never changed is
Derwin’s love of the Northern Neck and his devotion to
preservation and conservation of the area’s land and
natural resources. Just as a tree takes root and grows,
becoming firmly anchored in place, Derwin’s passion for
saving natural resources and the Bay is deeply
entrenched within him. In its lifetime, a tree will grow
new, green leaves that later turn brilliant colors, finally
falling to the ground. Just like the tree, life follows a
cycle of change, as seasons change and time passes.
Please see “Family Time” on page 3

Please see “Call to Service” on page 3

Ag Notes
Dates & Deadlines to Remember
Cover Crop Deadlines: No Nutrients before March 1, 2020
Kill Dates: No earlier than March 15, 2020; no later than June 1, 2020

* Nutrient Management Plans are due March 16, 2020.*
Virginia Conservation Assistance Program (VCAP) Deadlines:
VCAP applications are due to the District Office by the following dates in spring, 2020:

2/3, 3/9, 4/16, 5/24

2020 Household Hazardous Waste/E-Waste Collections
SPRING:
April 25, 2020: Westmoreland County (Hazardous Waste only, No electronics accepted)
May 2, 2020: Northumberland County

FALL:
October 17, 2020: Lancaster County
October 24, 2020: Richmond County
Northumberland County: Date TBA
Westmoreland County: Date TBA

Collaborations Make Successful Household Waste Collections Possible
During 2019, Northern Neck residents and property owners brought nearly 66,000 lbs.
of unwanted household chemicals and other items to Household Hazardous Waste
(HHW) Collections held in all four counties. Lancaster, Northumberland, and
Richmond County citizens also safely discarded just over 21,000 lbs. of obsolete,
damaged or unwanted electronics (E-Waste) during the HHW events. Westmoreland
County has an E-Waste program in place at their convenience centers and does not
hold a separate collection.
Lancaster, Northumberland, and Westmoreland counties each hosted two collection
events in 2019. Richmond County traditionally hosts a hazardous waste collection each
fall. The collection events are a collaborative effort between each county’s
administration, Virginia Cooperative Extension and the Northern Neck Soil and Water
Conservation District (NNSWCD). The four localities in the Northern Neck have hosted
the collection events on a regular basis since 2009. Over time, participation in the
collections has increased significantly, making it necessary to adjust event times and
locations in order to make the events more efficient.

Spent florescent bulbs are considered hazardous
waste because they contain mercury. This is just
one example of household waste that can be
discarded at our events. See above for the
scheduled collection dates for 2020 and mark your
calendar.

Stephanie Romelczyk, Westmoreland’s ANR Extension Agent was happy to hear that Westmoreland County decided to hold
collections semi-annually. “These hazardous waste collections provide a convenient and safe way for people to properly dispose of
unwanted pesticides, solvents, contaminated fuel, and other items that can be deadly to humans and animals alike, especially if
they get in the wrong hands. These chemicals should never be allowed to seep into the ground, waterways, or the water supply,
where they could do any kind of damage,” she explained. Romelczyk hopes that residents and property owners from all parts of
Westmoreland will mark their calendars for the next collection, which will take place on April 25, 2020. “Spring is a popular time to
clean out garages and basements. I ‘d love to see more Westmoreland residents come on out and participate,” she added.

Family Time
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Last summer, Derwin announced that he would not seek
reelection in November. After much reflection he decided
that it was time to spend more time with his family. He
referred to the decision as “bittersweet” but stated that
“family obligations now require, and deserve my full
attention,” in his letter appearing in the District’s FY 19/20
Annual Report. He plans to remain on the NNSWCD Board as
an Associate Director, which requires less time but will allow
him to stay involved in District business and conservation of
his beloved Northern Neck.

Derwin Booker’s interest in public service goes back to his days as a page
in the Virginia House of Delegates during the 1956 session of the Virginia
General Assembly. At right, Derwin stands next to House of Delegates
pictures from years past, which hang in the Virginia State Capitol in
Richmond.

We will miss Derwin’s level of involvement and we are glad
he will remain connected as an Associate Director. We hope
that he enjoys many happy times with his family and makes
wonderful memories. We look forward to hearing about his adventures. Many thanks for your service!

Ken Savko Named 2019 Blue Crab Award Recipient
Every year, the District honors an individual or a group for their commitment
to advancing conservation efforts and the preservation of natural resources
in the Northern Neck and beyond. Ken Savko, (pictured, left with District
Technical Manager Brandon Dillistin) the 2019 recipient of the Blue Crab
Award is no stranger to conservation work in Virginia and the Northern Neck.
A resident of White Stone, VA Ken served on the District’s Board from 2016
until his term ended this year when he did not seek reelection. A career
hydrogeologist, he has worked for the Virginia Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) since 2014, currently as an Environmental Scientist II Project
Manager working with the Stormwater Local Assistance Fund. He also
performs project management duties for the Virginia Clean Water Revolving
Loan Fund with respect to the Agricultural BMP Loan Program. He currently
oversees 42 active stormwater projects around the state.
We thank you for your service to the District and for your work at DEQ. You
are a true friend of conservation and your efforts are most appreciated!

Call to Service
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on December 31. He also chaired the NNSWCD’s Legislative
Committee. At the state level, he briefly served as the Area III
Representative on the Association’s Executive Committee before
serving two one-year terms as 1st Vice President and two oneyear terms as 2nd Vice President. He completed a one-year term
as VASWCD President earlier in December.
Chip was honored at the 2019 VASWCD Annual Meeting awards
banquet where he received the Bobby Wilkinson Outstanding
Director Award, the highest honor awarded to a SWCD District
Chip
Jones (second from right) holds the Bobby Wilkinson
Outstanding Director Award that he received at the VASWCD 2019
Director in recognition of their significant contributions to the
Annual Meeting in Norfolk. He is surrounded by directors and staff
Association’s policies and programs.
who were at the awards banquet: From left, Derwin Booker, Robert
Chip’s love of conservation and his native Northern Neck is only Pickett, Kathleen Watson, Kathy Clarke and Frank Johnson (far right).
rivaled by his love of his country. He has served in the Virginia Back row, Brandon Dillistin. Not pictured: Joanna Balderson.
National Guard since 2001, and deployed to Iraq in 2004 and 2009. Since his return from his last deployment he has
continued service in the Guard. During the summer of 2019, Chip was called into service once again; not to combat
but to work with the 276th Combat Engineer Company of the Virginia National Guard, working to help retain soldiers
in the National Guard and to perform other duties as necessary. Thank you for service, past and present; we wish you
all the best!

Scholarship Program Expands

District Scholarships Named for Local Conservation Leaders
In 2013, the District awarded its first NNSWCD Education Scholarship to a college bound Northern Neck student majoring in
conservation or environmental studies. Early in 2019, the District voted
to offer a second scholarship; this one open to conservation or
environmental studies students in their sophomore, junior, or senior
year of college. With two scholarships available, the Education
Committee agreed the awards should bear the names of individuals who
have championed conservation and agriculture education and youth
development, seeing it as an investment in the future of the Northern
Neck.
At the 2019 Holiday Dinner it was announced that the new scholarship
will be known as the James Edward Minor Ag Stewardship Award, in
memory of our late, long time At-Large Director who passed away
suddenly in August. Our original scholarship will hereafter be named
The J.C. Berger Conservation Advancement Scholarship to honor JC
Berger’s tireless commitment to youth conservation education.

Printed, framed resolutions officially naming the scholarships were
introduced during the December Holiday Dinner. Above, the
resolution naming the James Edward Minor Ag Stewardship Award
was presented to James Minor’s family: his wife, Kelli (second from
the left); daughter, Morgan; father, Robert “Bobby” Minor; mother,
Dorethia Minor; and brother, Charles William Minor. District
Operations Manager Kathy Clarke (far left) and District Technical
Manager Brandon Dillistin (center) presented the resolution.

It is bittersweet to note that James’ passing came just weeks after the
Board voted to endow a second scholarship. No one imagined that this
second award would be named in James’ memory. Sadly, he passed
Unfortunately, JC Berger (pictured below) was unable to attend the
away just days after the 2019 Richmond County Fair, an event that he Holiday Dinner, but received the resolution shortly thereafter.
was closely involved with through many years of work with 4-H
livestock club members. In 2019, James was instrumental in the installation of new fencing and pens at
the Richmond County Fairgrounds, making it possible for 4-H members to bring their livestock entries to
a safe and secure location for the competition. James also had a long affiliation with the Fredericksburg
Area 4-H/FFA Junior Livestock Show and Sale. The District’s Board agreed unanimously to name the new
scholarship The James Edward Minor Ag Stewardship Award to honor James’ life, his love for farming
and his commitment to agricultural education for young people.

As for the original scholarship first offered in 2013, long time District Director Junius “JC” Berger was
instrumental in bringing the idea of a local scholarship to reality as his efforts, research and legwork came together, allowing
the District to endow funds for the scholarship through the VASWCD’s Education Foundation. JC has been and continues to be a
face of conservation not only in the Northern Neck, but at the state level as well. He and his wife Martha have been avid
supporters of local Envirothon teams over the years, serving as coaches and volunteers when needed.

2020 General Assembly Convenes, Busy Session Anticipated
The Virginia General Assembly began their annual Session on January 8, 2020,
with the promise of a busy 2 months ahead. Since this session falls in an even
numbered year, the 2020 Session will last for 60 days. In odd numbered years,
“short” sessions convene for 30 days. According to Don Wells, Secretary/
Treasurer of the VASWCD, a total of 2,388 bills were filed during the first
three days of the session. This year, there are bills relevant to many different
aspects of conservation, from the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Implementation
Plan III to hazardous material above-ground storage policy. To read and track
introduced legislation, or for general information visit
Several SWCD representatives from Area III stopped by to
visit Delegate Margaret Ransone, who represents the 99th
District. Pictured from left to right: Frank Johnson, Area III
Chair and NNSWCD Vice-Chair; Giannina DiMaio Frantz,
VASWCD President and Tri-County/City SWCD Chair; Robert
PIckett, NNSWCD Chair; Kathy Clarke, NNSWCD District
Operations Manager; Faye Andrashko, NNSWCD Board
Member; and Joanna Balderson, NNSWCD Administrative
Assistant.

https://virginiageneralassembly.gov/ .
Representatives from SWCDs wasted no time getting in to visit with delegates
and senators during the VASWCD Legislative Day on January 9. This gives
districts an opportunity to remind their representatives of their mission and
scope of work , such as administering the Virginia Ag BMP Cost Share Program
and in the NNSWCD’s case, taking on extra projects to ensure the health of the
Chesapeake Bay.

Holiday Dinner: Celebrating Legacies, Looking to the Future

Each December, the District welcomes our partners and
friends in conservation to gather and recognize individuals
for their service to the SWCD mission and to the Northern
Neck, at our annual Holiday Dinner and Awards Program.
The 2019 event took place December 18 at Indian Creek
Yacht and Country Club, where the halls were decked
beautifully. The mood was festive, yet tinged with solemn
moments that often accompany life’s changes.

NNSWCD Directors and staff at the December 18, 2019 Holiday Dinner at Indian
Creek Yacht and Country Club. Pictured, first row: Vince Garland, Bobby
Vanlandingham, Lowery Becker, Derwin Booker, Stephanie Romelczyk, Kathy
Clarke, and Ken Savko. Second row: Robert Pickett, Shirley Powell, Kathleen
Watson, Kelsey Moss, and Frank Johnson. Back row: Aaron Saunders, Charles
“Chip” Jones, and Brandon Dillistin. Not pictured, Joanna Balderson.

During 2019 the District endowed a second college
scholarship through the VASWCD Education Foundation.
Yet, no one imagined that the Board would later vote to
name the new award in memory of James Minor, who left
us much too soon.
Over the summer, three Directors indicated that they would
not be seeking reelection in the fall. Again we wish E.
Derwin Booker, Charles “Chip” Jones , and Kenneth Savko
all the best and thank them for their service to the District.
We welcome Faye Andrashko, William “Billy” McCarty, and
Richard Wilkins, our three newly elected Directors, who
took office on January 1, 2020.

Upper left corner: Departing Chairman Derwin Booker and departing
Vice-Chairman Chip Jones are pictured with commemorative
Northern Neck prints presented to them for their length of service to
the Board. Above (left): Derwin Booker received a special bow-tie
from the District Staff. Above (right): Long time Director Bobby
Vanlandingham chats with incoming Chairman Robert Pickett.

Northern Neck Well Represented at 2019 VASWCD Annual Meeting
In early December, several District Directors and staff members represented the NNSWCD at the
2019 VASWCD Annual Meeting held in Norfolk, VA. There were many professional development
sessions to choose from during the conference, but perhaps our favorite was the Field Safety
session, moderated by District Operations Manager Kathy Clarke.
The session included presentations from several partner agencies addressing basic safety issues that
one could encounter during spot checks or other field work. Our own staff members were able to
help Kathy out during her presentation of “What Not to Wear for Field Work”. Brandon Dillistin and
Kathleen Watson modeled examples of proper and improper attire while in the field. Pictured at
right, Brandon demonstrates the proper footwear and bright, reflective
clothing appropriate for most SWCD outdoor work.
Among Directors and staff members recognized during the conference, Kathleen Watson received her
five-year service award at the VASWCD Employees’ Association luncheon.
At the annual Awards Banquet, District Director Frank Johnson took the oath of office for his second
term as Area III Chair.
VASWCD Past President and NNSWCD Vice-Chairman Chip Jones was recognized for his service to the
Association when he was named the recipient of the 2019 Bobby Wilkinson Outstanding Director
Award, which is the highest honor awarded to a District Director in recognition of service to the State
Association’s policies and programs.
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Directors
E. Derwin Booker, Jr.—Chairman (Lancaster)
Charles “Chip” Jones —Vice Chairman (Westmoreland)
J. Vince Garland——Treasurer (Richmond)
Frank A. “Bert” Johnson, Jr. — (Richmond)
H. Shirley Powell —(Westmoreland)
Robert E. Pickett— (Northumberland)
Kenneth E. Savko—(Lancaster)
Robert Vanlandingham —(Northumberland)
Stephanie Romelczyk—Virginia Cooperative Extension Agent
At Large Member (Appointed) —Vacant

Associate Directors
William D. Allensworth
John Barber
Junius C. Berger
Richard F. Haynie

NNSWCD Staff
Kathy Clarke
Brandon Dillistin
Joanna Balderson
Lowery Becker
Kelsey Moss
Aaron Saunders
Kathleen Watson

District Operations Manager
District Technical Manager
Administrative Assistant
Non-Point Source Specialist
Intern
Conservation Specialist
Education/Outreach Specialist

NRCS Staff
Debbie Bullock

District Conservationist

Scott Hammond

Soil Conservationist

Qadree “Q” Willis

Soil Conservationist

The Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Northern Neck Soil & Water Conservation District through
financial and administrative assistance provided by the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board
and the Department of Conservation and Recreation.
Northern Neck Soil & Water Conservation District programs, activities and employment opportunities
are available to all people regardless of disability, race, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, color,
age, religion/religious creed, veteran status, or genetics. An equal opportunity/affirmative action
employer.

