Serving the people of Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond and Westmoreland Counties
Fall 2016

Agriculture Notes

Nutrient Management Plan Reminders:
Nutrient Management Plans are due in the District Office by March 3, 2017 at 4:30
pm.
PLEASE NOTE: Producers who need a NEW Nutrient Management Plan and have not selected a
Technical Service Provider (TSP) to write their Plan, should contact the District immediately for a
list of local certified plan writers.
Producers who are revising an EXISTING Nutrient Management Plan, please contact your TSP to
review any cropping rotation changes including cover crop plantings.
Payments for this cost-share practice will be made after the TSP submits your plan or updates to
your plan and after the District reviews the plan for compliance with practice guidelines.

Please contact Danny Withers at (804)313-9102, ext. 106 with any questions.

Emily Brown is the new Private Lands Agronomist at the
Warsaw Natural Resources Conservation Service office. She
is originally from Charlotte Court House, Virginia. Emily
received her Bachelor of Science degree in Agricultural
Sciences, Agronomy and Environmental Science with a minor
in Chemistry from Ferrum College in Ferrum, VA in 2013. She
received her Master of Science degree in Crop and Soil
Environmental Sciences from Virginia Tech in Blacksburg, VA
in 2016. She assists with the NRCS Cover Crop Program.

The Benefits of Cover Crops
Using cover crops has become very popular with many producers over the past decade due to increased
interest in soil health, as well as state and federal cost share programs. The positive effects of using cover
crops are numerous and include: decreased soil movement and erosion, decreased nutrient runoff and
leaching, improved organic matter, and improved aggregate structure. Cover crops can also aid in relieving
pest pressure during the main crop by using a crop rotation. Producers can use different species and
mixtures to accomplish their specific goals.
(continued on page 2)

Cover Crop Benefits
(continued from page 1)

Over 3,000 tires were collected at the first annual Richmond
County Tire Recycling/Amnesty Day, May 14, 2016.

Tire Collection a Success
Last May, Richmond County partnered with the
District and community members in an effort
that resulted in the collection of over 3,000 car
and truck tires at the first Annual Richmond
County Tire Recycling/Amnesty Day. Representatives from the county and district, along
with community volunteers spent over 10
hours accepting tires from the public at the
Indianfield Convenience Center outside of
Warsaw on Route 360.

There are three main functional groups of
cover crops: grass, legume, and non-legume
broadleaf. Common grasses used on the
Northern Neck are rye, wheat, barley, and
oats. Common non-legume broadleaves
used in this area are brassicas, mainly rapeseed (canola) and tillage radish (Daikon).
The most common legume grown on the
Northern Neck is crimson clover, (see photo
below) but producers have also seen
success with Austrian winter peas and hairy
vetch.
Producers often will pick species from one,
two, or all three functional groups, depending
on their needs. As an example, if a producer
is looking to boost nitrogen in soils, they
would plant legumes, which are excellent
nitrogen builders. If a producer is looking to
scavenge nitrogen between crops they would
use a grass or non-legume broadleaf to prevent nitrogen leaching. A mixture of species
from all three functional groups is used to
improve soil health, fertility, and aggregate
structure.

Because this event was so successful, the
SECOND Annual Tire Recycling/Amnesty Day
for Richmond County has already been scheduled for 2017. Richmond County residents
should mark their calendars for Saturday,
May 13, 2017. The event will take place at
the Indianfield Convenience Center from 8
am until 2 pm. Tires should be free of mud
and debris and should be no larger than tractor
trailer tires. Tires from commercial tire companies cannot be accepted. For more information
call the District office at (804) 313-9102.
Midway Farms’ Caleb Foster plants corn in a standing cover
crop field of crimson clover as part of an investigation of
nitrogen outputs that was done this past spring.

VCAP Program Assists Property Owners With Specific Conservation Practices
The Virginia Conservation Assistance Program (VCAP) is an urban cost share program of the Virginia Association of
Soil and Water Conservation Districts. VCAP provides financial reimbursement to property owners installing specific
conservation practices. Residential, business, public and private locations that are non-agriculture are eligible sites.
Most practices are eligible for 75% cost share and some practices provide a flat incentive payment up to the installation
cost. To see a list of reimbursable practices and learn more about the program visit http://vaswcd.org/vcap. Contact
Kevin McLean, VCAP Program Coordinator, at kevin.mclean@vaswcd.org or locally, the NNSWCD Office at (804) 3139102 with questions.

NN Hazardous Waste Collections Successful in 2016

Thanks to a working partnership between each county government, Virginia Cooperative
Extension and the District, a total of six household hazardous waste collections took place
in the Northern Neck in 2016, netting 42,110 lbs. of materials collected by environmental
services firm MXI , INC. Lancaster and Northumberland Counties held hazardous waste
and electronic waste collections in May and September. The photographs above were taken at the Lancaster event, held September 17. Lancaster residents dropped off 10,137 lbs.
of hazardous waste and 5,313 lbs. of electronic waste. Westmoreland and Richmond
Counties collected hazardous waste on October 15, 2016. Richmond County collected
9,351 lbs. in one day, which was a record amount for the county.
District Supports Future Environmental Stewards

The District wishes to thank the
Northern Neck residents who participated in this important program. It is
critical that hazardous chemicals are
disposed of properly so that they will
not pose a danger to local waterways,
wildlife and local natural resources.

Mark Your Calendar for 2017:
Richmond County:
In 2016 the District continued its tradition of encouraging area students to
further their interest and education in conservation through its NNSWCD
Scholarship program and its sponsorship of two students to attend the
annual Youth Conservation Camp in Blacksburg.

May 13, 2017 : Tire Amnesty Day, 8 am-2 pm,
Indianfields Convenience Center.

The 2016 NNSWCD Scholarship was awarded to Dylan Rose (pictured
above, left) of White Stone, VA. Dylan is attending Virginia Tech, where he
is in the Honors Program and is majoring in General Biosciences. His interest in preserving the environment prompted his career goal of working in
the conservation field.

Westmoreland County: October 21, 2017

Maeve Collins (above left) and Alma Talcott represented Richmond County
at the 2016 Youth Conservation Camp in Blacksburg, VA. Both attend
Rappahannock High School.
Details on applying for the 2017 Scholarship, Youth Conservation Camp
Sponsorship and Forestry Camp will be posted soon. For more information, contact Kathleen Watson at katheen.watson@nnswcd.org.

October 21, 2017: Household Hazardous Waste
Collection 1:00 pm-4:30 pm, Indianfields
Household Hazardous Waste Collection 7:30 am11:00 am. A.T. Johnson Building, Montross

Northumberland County: May 6, 2017: Hazardous Waste and E-Waste collection, 9 am– 2 pm.
Northumberland Middle School parking lot.

Lancaster County: May 20, 2017: Hazardous
Waste and E-Waste Collection 9am-2 pm, Kilmarnock Refuse Center, off of Irvington Rd.
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