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Retirement: New Adventures for Sam Johnson

J

une 29 was a day of mixed emotions at the District Office. Plans
were made, food prepared, decorations hung and tents in place
in the parking lot to shield everyone from late June’s mid-day
sunshine. This was a day for well-wishers, friends and
community members to stop in to see Sam Johnson, whose
retirement day was just days away. With deep roots in a community
that he has called home for over 40 years one would be hard pressed
to find a person who has never heard of Sam Johnson. We, who were
to be left behind after Sam’s last day, tended to details to make Sam’s
open house special, but there was a tiny little spot of sadness in all of
us. Change is hard and goodbyes are harder.
Sam provided 31 years of service and expertise to farmers and
producers throughout his career with Virginia Cooperative Extension,
during which he served several terms on the District’s Board of
Directors. Shortly after his retirement, he brought his knowledge of
crops, soils, and nutrient management to the District where he served
as the Nonpoint Source Specialist for nine years. A review of old records and some number crunching confirmed that Sam holds
the record as the individual with the most consecutive years of service to the NNSWCD
Sam contributed so much more than time to the District and to the community, however. His dedication to conservation and his
love of nature was evident in his work. Always willing to help with lessons at local schools, Sam would help load the Mobile
Education Unit with all necessary teaching aids and props and then spend the rest of the work day with other District staff as
they presented conservation lessons to 6th grade science students over the course of 6 or 7 class periods in a school day. With
auger in hand, he would give students an up-close look at the various layers of soil, engaging them with information about how
worms, grubs and microscopic creatures all live in and contribute to the soil beneath their feet.
(See “Retirement” on Page 2)

Top right: Sam accepts a Virginia Tech tumbler from District Managers Kathy Clarke and Brandon Dillistin at the June Board Meeting. Above left: Donna “DJ”
Jackson of the Northern Neck News stopped by the District’s open house for Sam to ask about his many years of work in the Northern Neck. Above center: Sam
opens a gift card to his favorite toy store, Lowe’s as grandsons Arden and Nolan look on. Above right, one of our favorite pictures of Sam, taken last spring in a
cover crop test plot.

Retirement
(Continued from front page)
Often, people retire to travel, spend time with family and tend to
projects they could never get to while working. We at the
District are so fortunate that Sam chose to spend years of his
“semi-retirement” time working tirelessly on projects and
contributing to the District’s mission.
As time has passed, he and his wife Diane have seen their
children grow up and marry, and they have two grandsons who
adore their “Oppie”. As much as we miss Sam already (although
he says that now he is a volunteer) we know his free time will be
well spent as he cheers on the Hokies, travels with Diane and
enjoys life as Oppie.
Thank you, Sam for everything! Your impact on the Northern
Neck, its residents and farmers has been enormous. Those who
have been blessed to be your work family, and all others who
have crossed your path wish you all good things now and in the
future!
Top photo: Many of Sam’s colleagues and friends joined us at the District Office to
spend time celebrating his special day. Bottom left: Sam chats with Congressman
Rob Wittman, who could not attend the event but called with his good wishes.
Bottom right: The finished product of a top secret mission—custom corn-hole boards
for Sam from his District Office co-workers.

Ag Notes
The deadline for late cover crop planting is November 15, 2017. Please report your
planting to Danny Withers at 804.313.9102 x106.
The deadline to apply for the EQIP Program’s second batching period (see related article
below) is January 19, 2018. Contact Debbie Bullock at the USDA Service Center in Warsaw
for more information at 804.250.4462

Environmental Quality Incentives Program Taking Applications
Virginia farmers and forest landowners can now apply for assistance to protect the health and productivity of their land
under the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) administered through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).
This popular 2014 Farm Bill program offers technical and financial assistance to plan and install conservation practices on
cropland, pastureland, and non-industrial private forestland. NRCS accepts applications year-round but makes funding
selections at specific times. The application deadline for the second batching period is January 19, 2018, with a batching
deadline of February 16, 2018.
To be considered for a given Application Batching Period, an applicant MUST submit a signed and dated Conservation
Program Application to the local NRCS service center by close of business on the application deadline. NRCS will not accept
applications from individuals/entities without farm records established through USDA’s Farm Service Agency. The name,
tax identification number, and address provided must also match IRS income tax records.
At least five percent of EQIP funding will be allocated to socially disadvantaged and new and beginning farmers who will be
eligible for a higher payment rate along with limited resource producers. Veteran farmers who are also new or beginning
farmers also receive the higher payment rate and will be funded first.
For more information on EQIP and other Farm Bill programs, please contact Debbie Bullock at the USDA Service Center in
Warsaw at 804.250.4462 or by email at debbie.bullock@va.usda.gov

NNSWCD Hosts 2017 Area III Spring Meeting
Westmoreland County’s Ingleside Vineyards was the venue for the 2017 Area III Spring Meeting,
hosted by the NNSWCD on March 22, 2017. Aware that not everyone “knows” the Northern
Neck, the District chose the theme “Conservation: Local Farm to Table Effort” to showcase the
area’s local farmers and conservation-minded businesses, and the delicious foods they produce.
Our collaborators, Denson’s Grocery, Monrovia Farm, Garner’s Produce, Purcell’s Seafood, and
Ingleside Vineyards all helped to make the meeting a success through their helpfulness and
attention to detail.

Scenes from the 2017 Area III Meeting: A suitable centerpiece was the perfect touch (top left). Oysters shucked while you watch (top center). DCR Director
Clyde Cristman and District Chair E. Derwin Booker, Jr. deep in conversation (top right). Stephanie Romelczyk, Virginia Cooperative Extension Agent and
District Board Member recognizes retiring extension agent David Moore, who served Middlesex County and adjacent areas for 24 years (above left).

A Note of Thanks to Our Valued Producers:
Despite the significant cut in the District’s state funding for the FY 17/18 Virginia Agricultural Cost-Share (VACS)
Program, Northern Neck producers continued to support the adoption of conservation best management practices
(BMPs) as demonstrated in the figures below. We at the District appreciate your patience and your support. We
encourage all producers to remind their legislators of the value of the VACS Program both to conservation efforts in
the Commonwealth and to the farmers who participate in the program.

Program Year:
16/17 (July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017)
17/18 (July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018)
Difference:

NNSWCD

NNSWCD

Allocation:
$ 1,665,046.00
$
333,313.00
$ (1,331,733.00)

Sign-Ups:
$ 1,984,441.98
$ 1,619,150.30
$ (365,291.68)

District Office Welcomes New Team Members
Keith Balderson, Conservation Specialist II
Keith Balderson joined the District on July 1 and brings with him a wealth of
knowledge and experience to share with our Northern Neck residents. Keith has a
long history with agriculture in the Northern Neck. A native of Westmoreland County,
he currently operates the family farm near Montross.
Following graduation from Virginia Tech in 1985, he served as a Virginia Cooperative
Extension Agent, ANR, for over 31 years with 28 years of that service in Essex County
and the Middle Peninsula. During his tenure as an extension agent, his educational
programs focused on sustaining the profitability of agricultural production and
Kris Goszka (left) and Keith Balderson (right) are the
District’s newest team members. Please stop in and
enhancing and protecting the quality of our land and water resources. In his new
give them a warm welcome.
role, Keith is looking forward to working with farmers, landowners, and other
residents in helping them enhance and protect the soil and water resources of the Northern Neck. Keith and his wife, Kathy,
reside near Tappahannock and are proud parents of three sons, Blake, Alex, and Drew.

Kris Goszka, Administrative Assistant
Kris Goszka became a part of the District team in September. Originally from New Jersey, Kris has called Richmond County home
for over 19 years. She worked at Richmond County Elementary School as a substitute teacher and later as a special education
para-professional for 13 years. Her main duties at the District will include administrative support for all program areas. She
participated in her first Household Hazardous Waste Collection event in Richmond County on October 21.
Kris is a married mom of 2 grown children. She enjoys nature and outdoor activities such as kayaking and hiking and is excited to
contribute to the conservation efforts in the area.

Program Engages Students While They Prep for SOLs
Each new school year promises exciting lessons to study and learn. Sixth grade science
students in Virginia delve into methods such as investigation, reasoning and logic skills
while incorporating the concepts of matter, energy and living systems. Students are
then able to apply what they have learned; connecting new knowledge to what they see
and experience in their own lives and surroundings. Locally, the lessons take on a
deeper meaning when students consider the Northern Neck’s rich agricultural history, as
well as its potential impact on the Chesapeake Bay. This is where “A River Runs Through
Us” (ARRTU) steps in to reinforce these points.
In October, Keith Balderson, Danny Withers and Kathleen Watson visited
Northumberland and Lancaster Counties’ sixth graders and introduced them to the
“world beneath your feet” with a walk through the Mobile Education Unit. Students
discussed the value of soil, the ecosystems that live within the soil and the role soil plays
in providing for all life on Earth. After discussing soil horizons, the water cycle and
watersheds, students saw a demonstration of impermeable and permeable surfaces,
what happens when water has no place to go, and finally, how plants and root systems
hold soil in place and act as natural filters. When students realize that crabs, oysters and
fish can smother under sediment or from lack of oxygen in the water, the seafood lovers
take notice of this problem!
The District is one of several organizations working with Friends of the Rappahannock to
deliver a series of Meaningful Watershed Education Experiences (MWEE) that present
Standards of Learning subjects in a hands on, engaging way. ARRTU is one of these
programs. One goal of the MWEE approach is for students to understand the urgent
need to conserve and preserve our natural resources, not just limited to soil and water
through erosion control and other practices.
The Mobile Education Unit will visit Montross Middle School sixth graders in late
November and Richmond County in March, 2018. After all classroom visits, students
from all counties will participate in an outdoor program called Think Outside the Sink,
In this demonstration, it “rains” on a patch of
grass (top), then on bare ground (middle). Keith which brings everyone together for one more day of learning.
Balderson (bottom) explains the difference in
sediment present in the runoff from each box.

Engaging the Community

Events Promote Clean Waterways, Proper Disposal Methods
Household Hazardous Waste Collections
A collaboration between the District, each of the four counties of the Northern Neck,
Virginia Cooperative Extension and MXI Environmental Services allowed us to hold 6
Household Hazardous Waste Collections in 2017 that took in over 52,000 lbs. of chemicals
and materials deemed dangerous to the environment. The final events of 2017 were held
on October 21 in Westmoreland and Richmond counties, which hold their collections
annually. In Northumberland and Lancaster Counties where collections happen semiannually, a total of roughly 18,000 lbs. of old electronic items (E-Waste) were accepted
during their spring and fall events, in addition to the hazardous materials collected.
Several dates are already on the calendar for 2018’s collections:
Lancaster County: May 19,2018 and September 15, 2018 (Hazardous and E-Waste)
Northumberland County: May 5, 2018 (Hazardous and E-Waste)
Richmond County: October 20, 2018 (Hazardous and E-Waste) **NOTE: Richmond County will now collect E-Waste**
Westmoreland County: September 29, 2018 (Hazardous Waste ONLY)
Pictured at left: MXI worker Sgt. Schaeffer (USMC) spotted a Lancaster
resident struggling with her garbage and ran over help. They struck up a
conversation and upon learning that the Lancaster event accepts
computers, the resident expressed that she wished she had known
ahead of time because she had an old computer she needed to get rid of
but unfortunately, didn't know how to unhook it. Knowing that we
strive for excellent customer service at our Northern Neck events, John
offered to follow her home, unhook and collect the computer for her.
Upon verifying his Marine status, the resident graciously accepted.
John returned shortly with her computer collection and we all smiled,
acknowledging the good deed. But the story didn't end there - around
lunchtime the dear lady reappeared with a plate of warm, homemade
cookies just for John! (Right) Governor’s School student volunteer
Kelsey Moss assisted with our fall events.

Richmond County Tire Amnesty Day

Three thousand five hundred tires were collected at the 2 nd Annual Richmond County Tire Amnesty Collection & Recycling Day
on May 13, 2017 at the Indianfield Convenience Center. Many thanks to Mr. Holt and the RHS Tennis Team (pictured above)
for their help. The next Richmond County Tire event will take place on May 12, 2018 from 8 am to 1 pm.

2017 Water Way Clean-Up
Each year, the NNSWCD and Friends of the Rappahannock (FOR) partner in hosting
a waterway clean-up at a public location.
On Sunday, October 22nd, a dozen volunteers including students, teachers, and staff
from Virginia American Water Company joined us at Carters Wharf Landing in
Richmond County.
The weather was beautiful and the group collectively purged the popular site of
over 200 pounds of trash.
Pictured l-r: Preston Ailor, "Rascal" Clarke (lying in the shade), Michelle Yeager,
Matthew Wechman, Hunter Shackelford, Chris Bronner, & Barry Douglas
Not pictured: Adam Lynch, Carolyn Reiner, & Kathy Clarke
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The Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Northern Neck Soil & Water Conservation District through
financial and administrative assistance provided by the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board and
the Department of Conservation and Recreation.
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