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Mission
To promote the stewardship of natural resources through leadership,
education, and technical assistance for all resource users, and to engender
a trusted relationship between the District and these users.

From the Chair...

D

ear Partners in Conservation:

As I reflect on the 2016-2017 Program Year, I am reminded of our many record setting accomplishments as we
continue to work toward our Mission. As you read through this summary of those efforts I hope that you will
recognize not only the quantity but also the quality of programs that our team of dedicated staff continues to
deliver.
In particular, please note the figures on page 4 that illustrate the record cost share dollars awarded to our
Northern Neck producers through the PY 17 Virginia Agricultural Cost-Share Program (VACS). Those charts and
values represent dollars invested in our local agricultural economy as a result of the conservation mindset of our
Northern Neck farmers. As stewards of the land, they willingly implement best management practices (BMPs) that
are so crucial to improving the quality of our local waterways and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay.
I also wish to call your attention to the local work being done to address stormwater management, as part of the
Virginia Conservation Assistance Program (VCAP). Pages 7, 12, and 13 highlight projects completed in Kilmarnock,
as well as other public spaces and private land in the four Northern Neck counties. VCAP has become
tremendously popular throughout the Commonwealth and I am very proud of what we are accomplishing locally.
In March, it was the District’s honor to host the Area III Spring Meeting and introduce our colleagues to a slice of
Northern Neck life and cuisine. We proudly showcased farm to table products raised and prepared by local
farmers and businesses that participate in local conservation programs. You can read more about the highly
successful event on page 11 and view pictures from that day.
On June 29, we honored Sam Johnson with a retirement celebration after 9 years of employment as our Non-Point
Source Specialist. Coupled with his tenure in his prior roles as a partner and Director, Sam holds the record for
providing 40 consecutive years of service to our organization. You can see pictures from the open house event on
page 10 and view many more on the District’s Facebook page.
In 2017, for the first time ever, a student from the Northern Neck was awarded one of the four statewide
VASWCD Education Foundation Scholarships. You can read about Matthew Bavuso and Austin Hinton, our local
District Scholarship recipient on page 16 of this Annual Report.
I look forward to what our next program year will bring as we continue to grow our conservation education and
implementation efforts in our beloved Northern Neck.
Warm regards to all,

The NNSWCD is a political subdivision of the Commonwealth of Virginia organized in 1940 as a result of the Soil & Water Conservation Law
within the Code of Virginia. The NNSWCD is responsible for assisting the agricultural community, landowners and residential property owners of
Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond, and Westmoreland Counties in the wise management and maintenance of the region’s valuable natural
resource base.
A Board comprised of locally elected and appointed directors oversee a staff responsible for accomplishing these goals in cooperation with
local, state and federal partners. The NNSWCD has ten Directors and five Associate Directors. Eight Directors are elected, two from each of the
four Northern Neck counties, and two Directors are appointed by the Board, one of which must be a local extension agent. The term of office for
Directors is four years and they receive no payment for their services.
The NNSWCD Board meets monthly to conduct and oversee District business. These meetings are public, and the Board encourages attendance
by sending meeting notices to local newspapers. Meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month.
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Financial Report
FY 16/17
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Federal Income
Fundraiser Income
Investment Income
Local funding
Miscellaneous Income
State funding
Total Income
Gross Profit
Expense
Advertising
Auto Expense
Contributions & Donations
Cost-Share - Ag BMPs

Status of remaining
FY 16/17
Ag BMP Cost-Share Funds
as of June 30, 2017:
Obligated Carryover:
$35,306.84
Unobligated Carryover:
$78,865.85
TOTAL FY 16/17
Ag BMP Cost-Share

Cost-Share - TMDL BMPs
Director's Expenses
Dues & Subscriptions
Furniture/Equipment
Insurance
IT Support
Materials & Supplies
Payroll Expenses
Postage & Delivery
Professional Fees
Projects
Reimbursable Expense
Rent
Repairs & Maintenance
Sponsored Activities
Staff Expenses
Taxes
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

Budget

23,872.24
5,464.97
642.01
49,260.00

23,872.24
4,000.00
625.00
49,000.00

29,673.60
2,401,439.97
2,510,352.79
2,510,352.79

25,000.00
2,399,659.77
2,502,157.01
2,502,157.01

2,047.71
2,430.49

5,000.00
6,500.00

25,000.00
1,809,213.08

25,250.00
1,923,385.77

3,660.00
13,973.39
4,647.00
790.99
9,328.42
13,074.95
4,986.09
304,494.35
693.15
2,106.25
5,029.68
970.00
15,336.96
2,013.33
6,618.08
9,000.71
15.08
2,235,429.71
274,923.08

3,660.00
15,000.00
5,000.00
5,000.00
9,528.00
25,000.00
6,500.00
318,288.26
1,500.00
5,000.00
91,750.00
0.00
15,336.96
5,000.00
21,858.02
13,600.00
0.00
2,502,157.01
0.00

274,923.08

0.00

Net
Income

Carryover Funds:
$114,172.69
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Virginia Agricultural Cost-Share (VACS) Program:
The NNSWCD administers the Virginia Agricultural Cost-Share (VACS) Program, which provides funds and/or state
tax credits for the installation of conservation practices preventing soil erosion and runoff that contribute to water
quality degradation in streams, rivers and the Bay. The Program offers different practices that can assist farm
landowners and producers in maintaining soil on the land, with consequent benefits to crop production and water
quality. The implementation of conservation practices also assists localities in working toward the nutrient and
sediment reduction goals outlined in the State’s Chesapeake Bay TMDL Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP).
The following tables capture the practices installed, by county, and the funds used to assist residents with
implementation during FY 16/17 time period. Practices designated with * require a site plan design and must be
maintained by the landowner for 5-10 years after installment. These primarily are stream exclusion with grazing
land management.

Lancaster County
Conservation Practice

Acres

Funds - $

Engineered Practices*
Continuous No-Till
Cover Crops

0.0
1164.7
3841.9

$
$
$

51,878.51
147,286.50

Nutrient Management

15523.3

$

45,101.80

20529.9

$

244,266.81

Lancaster County Totals:

Northumberland County
Conservation Practice
Engineered Practices*
Continuous No-Till
Cover Crops
Nutrient Management
Northumberland County Totals:

Acres
0.4
1162.4
8308.0
32463.4
41934.2

Funds - $
$
78,354.45
$
43,061.00
$ 314,663.82
$
85,750.40
$ 521,829.67

Richmond County
Conservation Practice
Engineered Practices*
Continuous No-Till
Cover Crops
Nutrient Management
Richmond County Totals:

Acres
0.4
454.9
7576.7
26406.9
34438.9

$
$
$
$
$

Funds - $
7,500.00
17,114.25
277,535.30
64,922.80
367,072.35

Westmoreland County
Conservation Practice

Acres

Engineered Practices*
Continuous No-Till
Cover Crops
Nutrient Management
Westmoreland County Totals:

6.1
1568.6
9402.4
30707.8
41684.9

Funds - $
$
$
$
$
$

106,072.89
60,186.53
350,092.90
70,093.20
586,445.52
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Equipment Rental and Management
The District is committed to promoting Best Management Practices. Therefore, we offer two options
for your no-till farming needs. Our Great Plains 7’ No-Till Drill has a row width of 7 ½ inches and is
perfect for planting or reseeding pastures, hay land, field buffers, wildlife plots and small acreage
fields. Our Esch 7’ No-Till Drill has a row width of 5 ½ inches. The Esch Drill works especially well for
planting grass seed, but can be used to plant any seed you choose.

Esch No-Till Drill
During FY 16/17 the unit was used
on 334.3 acres by eighteen
producers. A total of $3,483 was
generated in rental income.

Great Plains No-Till Drill
Ten producers used the unit
during FY 16/17 . They planted
164.8 acres with it, which
generated $1,438 in rental
income.

Greenvale, Paynes and Beach Creek TMDL Grant
The Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation District (NNSWCD) received a contract from
the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) for a Nonpoint Source
Implementation Project on October 8, 2014. The twenty-seven month project ended
December 31, 2016. Volunteer water monitors collected samples from three impaired
creeks in Lancaster County on a monthly basis for the duration of the project. Following are
program accomplishments from PY 16/17 2016-17 project year.


Three staff members spent a total of 3 working days in the project area promoting the
cost share program for septic maintenance to households.



Signed up 20 homeowners for RB-1 practice right after the door to door campaign, with
others to follow, for a total of 31 completed pump outs and one system replacement (RB
-5) over the life of the project.



Paid a total of $3,660.00 in cost share in FY 16/17, and a grand total of $5,164.50 over
the life of the project.



Final testing data was entered into the DEQ database



Submitted Final Report to DEQ in January, 2017

An analysis of the testing data by DEQ provided the following information about the creeks
in the project area:
Greenvale Creek: Higher bacterial content in headwaters of the creek may be from wildlife
(geese). Higher bacteria levels after rainfall indicate that run off from near the #3 and #4
testing sites may be a contributing factor.
Paynes Creek: The best water quality was found in the upper reaches of the creek, with
higher bacteria levels near the mouth where it meets the Rappahannock. This could be due
to septic systems adjacent to the area, or backwash from the river.
Beach Creek: Highest bacterial levels were noted at the 2 downstream stations. This could
either be from septic systems from nearby homes or could be backwash from the
Rappahannock.

Town of Kilmarnock Project:
Sediment Reduction & Stream Restoration
The Town of Kilmarnock successfully applied to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
(NFWF) for a $200,000 grant to restore two seriously eroded areas, known as head cuts,
that resulted from years of runoff in the downtown areas.
As a partner, the NNSWCD supported the grant application and agreed to do several
education and coordination efforts for the project. The District presented two lessons on
erosion at one of the sites; one before any construction to repair the head cut took place
and the other after Best Management Practices (BMPs) were constructed to address the
damage. This lesson was as part of a Meaningful Watershed Education Experience (MWEE)
for Lancaster Middle School 6th graders.
At the same time that this project was in the planning stage, the VCAP program became
available to the Northern Neck area. Through the VCAP program, the District was able to
help the Town of Kilmarnock with an additional $12,098.50 in cost-share funds for the
installation of a Step-Pool Conveyance system and Conservation Landscaping.

Before and After: This area, located within the Kilmarnock town limits handles much of the stormwater runoff
from downtown and the nearby school. The photo on the left was taken in the fall of 2016 shortly before the
restoration project began. The same area was photographed after work was completed and vegetation began to
grow.

Saving Our Neck: Waste Disposal Events
Household Hazardous Waste Collections
The District once again partnered with Virginia Cooperative Extension and local County Administrators to
hold Household Hazardous Waste Collections for all four counties during FY 16/17. A total of 6 collection
events (Lancaster and Northumberland County’s events are twice a year, while Richmond and
Westmoreland Counties’ collections are annual) yielded nearly 52,000 lbs. of hazardous waste. A total of
15,791 lbs. of electronic waste was collected in Lancaster and Northumberland during the same time
period. Beginning in 2018, Richmond County will join Northumberland and Lancaster counties in accepting
electronic waste items at collection events.

Richmond County Tire Amnesty Recycling Event
Three thousand five hundred tires were collected at the 2nd Annual Richmond County Tire
Amnesty Collection & Recycling Day on May 13, 2017 at the Indianfield Convenience Center.
Many thanks to Mr. Holt and the RHS Tennis Team (pictured below) for their help. The next
Richmond County Tire event will take place on May 12, 2018 from 8 am to 1 pm.

Community Events
ANNUAL WATERWAY CLEAN-UP
On Sunday October 23, 2016, in partnership with the Friends of the
Rappahannock, the NNSWCD held a waterway clean-up at Jones Creek Landing
along the Rappahannock River in Richmond County. A total of NINE VOLUNTEERS
collected nearly 150 pounds of litter and debris from the site.

Sam Johnson’s Retirement
On June 29, the District hosted an open house in honor of Non-Point Source Specialist Sam Johnson, who
retired after 9 years of employment and a total of 40 years of continuous service to the District . As the
Extension Agent in Westmoreland County for over 30 years, Sam represented VCE on the District Board
before joining the team
Many friends and neighbors came by to wish Sam well. Here are some favorite photos from the open
house and other events.

Clockwise from left: Sam’s daughter Sarah, and grandsons Nolen and Arden.
Nolen and Arden help open cards and gifts. VCE Ag agent Trent Jones chats
with Sam. The heat didn’t stop everyone from enjoying great company and
food. Sam chats on the phone with Congressman Rob Wittman , who was not
able to attend the open house. In true District fashion, guests had lots of food
to choose from. Sam accepted a Northern Neck print from the District at the
June Board Meeting.

2017 Area III Spring Meeting
Westmoreland County’s Ingleside Vineyards was the
venue for the 2017 Area III Spring Meeting, hosted by
the NNSWCD on March 22. Aware that not everyone
“knows” the Northern Neck, the District chose the
theme “Conservation: Local Farm to Table Effort” to
showcase the area’s local farmers and conservationminded businesses, and the delicious foods they
produce. Our collaborators, Denson’s Grocery,
Monrovia Farm, Garner’s Produce, Purcell’s Seafood,
and Ingleside Vineyards all helped to make the
meeting a success through their helpfulness and
attention to detail.

VCAP Program Assists Property Owners with Specific Conservation Practices
The Virginia Conservation Assistance Program (VCAP) is an urban cost-share program administered by the Virginia
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (VASWCD). VCAP began as a pilot program among a few SWCDs
in an effort to document the need for a state funded urban cost-share program. In 2016, through a special grant, the
VASWCD expanded program availability to encompass the entire Chesapeake Bay Watershed including the Northern
Neck region.
VCAP provides financial reimbursement to property owners installing specific conservation practices. Residential,
business, public and private locations that are non-agriculture are eligible sites. Most practices are eligible for 75%
cost share and some practices provide a flat incentive payment up to the installation cost.
During our first year of offering VCAP, the District received 10 inquiries for 6 different BMP practices. Of the 10
inquiries the NNSWCD and the VASWCD VCAP Steering Committee approved 9 applications for a total of $80,537.25
in cost-share funds. As of June 30, 2017 three of these projects were actively under construction.
To see a list of reimbursable practices and learn more about the program visit http://vaswcd.org/vcap. Contact
Kevin McLean, VCAP Program Coordinator, at kevin.mclean@vaswcd.org or locally, the NNSWCD Office at
(804) 313-9102 with questions.
The photos and accompanying descriptions that follow below and on the next page are some examples of some
on-going VCAP projects in our District.

Bioretention (BR)
Two projects, one on a private residence in Lancaster County (left) and one at the Warsaw Town Park in Richmond
County. Bioretention as a practice is a shallow landscaped depression that temporarily ponds runoff 6 to 12 inches
above the mulch layer and then filters through an engineered soil media prior to discharging to an underdrain or
infiltrating into the underlying native soils.

Ongoing VCAP Projects Continued:
Impervious Surface Removal (ISR) and Permeable Pavement (PP)
Project included the removal of the impervious
driveway and sidewalks and the installation of
Permeable Interlocking Pavers which allows
stormwater runoff to filter through voids in the
pavement surface into an underlying stone
reservoir, where it is temporarily stored and/or

infiltrated.

Conservation Landscaping (CL) and Vegetated Stormwater Conveyances (VSC)
This project is in the Town of Kilmarnock behind the middle
school. The picture shows Step Pool Conveyance Swales that
are defined channels that convert surface runoff to shallow
groundwater through attenuation pools and sand seepage

filters. These safely convey, attenuate, and treat stormwater
with a series of constructed pools and riffles using
engineered soil media. This project then added Conservation
Landscaping by planting trees and grasses to establish a
riparian buffer along the edge of the waterway.

Rain Garden (RG)
This project is in the parking lot at
Rappahannock High School. A Rain Garden is a
shallow landscaped depression that
incorporates many pollutant removal
mechanisms including temporarily ponding
stormwater runoff 6 to 12 inches above a mulch
layer that encourages the rain water to infiltrate
into the underlying native soil within 24 hours.

Cover Crop Demonstration Yields Good Results
In cooperation with Harris Farms in Northumberland County, legume and multispecies cover crop demonstration plots were planted in the fall of 2016. The
purpose of the legume cover crop demonstration was to evaluate corn
performance following three legume cover crop species in a field planted to
continuous irrigated corn for six years. The species were hairy vetch, Austrian
winter pea, crimson clover and mixed legumes. The stand establishment and
growth of the cover crop species were excellent. We delayed the termination of
the cover crops until late April to maximize nitrogen availability from the cover
crop species. Corn yields across all treatments were over 275 bushels per acre,
and corn following all of the legume cover crops yielded more than corn
following fallow ground. See full test plot results below. This is not a surprise
since the legume covers provide nitrogen for the corn and the benefits of crop
rotation in the cropping system. As we have seen in some previous plots, the
highest corn yields were obtained following the hairy vetch cover crop. We
encourage growers to experiment with cover crops in their operations in an effort to increase yields and
profitability.

% Moisture

Bio-Mass
(lbs./acre)

%
Nitrogen

Plant Available
Nitrogen (lbs./A)*

(bu./A @15.5%)

Hairy Vetch Cover Crop

18.9

4,945

3.32

82

295

Austrian Winter Pea Cover Crop

19.3

3,169

2.95

47

292

Mixed Legume Cover Crop
Crimson Clover Cover Crop

20.0
20.0

4,561
9,267

2.90
2.31

66
107

283
288

Fallow—Corn Following Corn

18.4

Treatment

*Assuming 50% availability for the first crop

Yield

281

Cover Crop Field Day a Success
As part of the District’s outreach and educational efforts, a
field day was held with cooperating partners on March 16th.

About 45 people attended and were able to evaluate the
performance of the multi-species and legume cover crops in
the field. During the field day, Virginia Tech Extension Grains
Specialist, Dr. Wade Thomason
discussed the Carbon:Nitrogen ratio
in cover crops and how it affects
nitrogen availability. Virginia
Cooperative Extension and Natural Resource Conservation
Services personnel also provided agency updates.

School Programs and Community Events

We took our Mobile Education Unit on the road during
PY 16/17 to visit 6th grade science classrooms in all four
Northern Neck Counties. We were also present at a
variety of community events such as the Northern Neck
Master Gardeners’ Gardening in the Northern Neck
seminar and“ Go Wild!”, the Rappahannock Wildlife
Refuge Friends Group’s annual education event. We also
observed Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week at the 2017
RivahFest in June.

Meaningful Watershed Education
Experiences
As a partner in an educational collaboration with Friends
of the Rappahannock, we address 6th grade SOL
standards in our classroom presentations to area 6th
graders. In April, 2017 we participated in the second
half of the program, called Think Outside the Sink. Held
each spring at Belle Isle State Park, the event is a
culmination of lessons by all collaborators involved.
Top photo: The latest addition to our Mobile Education Unit: a new groundhog.
Top right: Conservation Specialist Danny Withers has a student volunteer “make
it rain” during a runoff demonstration. Right: Lancaster 6th grade students
discuss why everything depends on soil and water.

RivahFest 2017: The District Promotes Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week
In 2016, the Chesapeake Bay Commission championed
the designation of the second week of June as
Chesapeake Bay Awareness Week. To help raise and
maintain Bay Awareness, the District had a display at
the ever popular RivahFest in June 2017. Since the
Rappahannock River empties into the Chesapeake Bay,
virtually in our back yard, we were compelled to do our
part and keep the water quality conversation going.
Sam Johnson, (right) at the display table on that breezy
day.

Scholarships
Bavuso First State Association Scholarship Recipient from Northern Neck
Matthew R. Bavuso, (pictured, right) son of Dr. Sal and Mrs. Katherine Bavuso of
Weems was awarded one of four $1,000 scholarships offered statewide from the
Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (VASWCD) Educational
Foundation. The announcement was made in May, 2017. Matthew is the first
Northern Neck student to receive a VASWCD Educational Foundation scholarship
since the program began in 1990, according to VASWCD Executive Director Dr.
Kendall Tyree.
Active in extracurricular activities throughout school, Matthew lettered in high school athletics, was
involved in Boy Scouts and served on the Northern Neck’s Envirothon team in 2016.
Matthew began his studies at Virginia Wesleyan College in Virginia Beach in the fall of 2017 as a biology
major. His ultimate goal is to become a research scientist focusing on genetics related to plant, insect and
marine life species.

Hinton Receives District Scholarship for Ag Program
Austin J. Hinton is the 2017 recipient of the NNSWCD’s $1,000 scholarship
awarded annually to a student who is a Northern Neck resident. The student
must enroll or be currently enrolled in a college or university program related to
agriculture or conservation. Austin, who is the son of Jeff and Tina Hinton of
Heathsville, began Virginia Tech’s Ag Tech Program during this fall semester. His
focus of study will be Applied Agricultural Management. Upon completion of the program, Austin plans
to return to the family’s farm in Northumberland County.
According to Austin, he knew from a very young age that he wanted to continue the family’s tradition of
farming. “I hope to gain the knowledge to help our century old farm become more diversified and
sustainable in today’s market,” he said. He is also interested in preserving and improving the soil that has
sustained the farm for over one hundred years. He is a fan of conservation practices such as cover crops
and notes how they improve the soil by building organic matter, enhancing the soil’s ability to hold
moisture and protecting against erosion. “This helps to ensure a good financial and environmental return
for farms, the community, and even wildlife,” he added.

2016 District Holiday Dinner & Awards Program
Clean Water Farm Awards
In keeping with the Department of Conservation and Recreation’s (DCR)
Clean Water Farm Award Program, the District recognized four
Northern Neck farmers who demonstrate a commitment to protecting
water quality and soil resources. The awards were given at the
District’s annual holiday dinner and recognition program on December
14, 2016.
Kirk Vanlandingham (pictured on the right with his wife, Teresa and
daughter Mackenzie) was named the winner of the 2016 Chesapeake
Bay Potomac Basin Clean Water Farm Award.
Robert Taylor (with wife Linda and granddaughter Katie
Vanlandingham), Jerry Withers and Allen Clarke display their
awards.The three men, who formed a farming partnership in 1989,
were awarded the 2016 Chesapeake Bay Rappahannock Basin Clean
Water Farm Award for their efforts on the land that they farm in
Richmond and Westmoreland Counties.

McKenzie Receives Blue Crab Award
The District recognized Stuart McKenzie (pictured above, right with District Technical Manager Brandon Dillistin) for
his work and dedication to conservation in the Northern Neck with the annual Blue Crab Award, which was presented
at the District’s annual holiday dinner on December 14, 2016. Stuart, an avid outdoorsman, is the County Planner for
Northumberland County and has dedicated many years to the preservation of natural resources in the Northern
Neck.

2016 VASWCD Annual Meeting in Roanoke
District Honorees Recognized
Vince Garland (pictured, center) and JC Berger (pictured, far
right) were honored for 15 years of service as Elected Directors
during the awards banquet at the 2016 VASWCD Annual
Meeting at the Hotel Roanoke. Both gentlemen have
represented Richmond County on the District’s Board during
their tenure. Following his retirement as an elected Director,
Mr. Berger became an Associate Director in January, 2016.
District Technical Manager Brandon Dillistin was recognized for
10 years of service to the District at the VASWCD Employee’s
Association Luncheon, also held during the 2016 Annual
Meeting .

NRCS Hosts Summer Intern from North Carolina
Matthew Wescott, (pictured at right) a senior at North Carolina State University in Raleigh, NC
interned at the NRCS Field Office in Warsaw during the summer months of 2017. Matthew,
who plans to become a certified professional soil scientist and wetlands scientist will
graduate from NC State in 2018 with a degree in Agricultural and Environmental Systems, with
a minor in Soil Science. His interest in USDA’s planning and review process and the
opportunity to gain work experience at NRCS is what prompted him to apply to the internship
program.
Matthew is from Washington, NC, which is located in the eastern part of the state. He enjoys
working on his grandfather’s farm and likes to go duck hunting and fishing in his spare time.
While he was only at the Warsaw Field Office for a few short months, he quickly became a
part of the team and his absence was felt when he returned to college.
We wish Matthew all the best as he prepares to graduate in the spring of 2018.

New Shoreline Engineer Joins SEAS Program Staff
Aaron Wendt joined the staff of the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR)
in April 2017 as the new Shoreline Engineer with the Shoreline Erosion Advisory Service (SEAS).
Aaron was born and raised in Texas. He is a graduate of Texas A&M University, where he
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Renewable Natural Resources Management in
December 1999. Aaron has over 15 years of service with the State of Texas, having worked for
the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board for the past 12 and a half years, as well as
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Texas Tech University, and Texas A&M AgriLife
Research. Aaron has extensive experience in watershed planning, agricultural nonpoint source
water pollution abatement, brush management and public water supply enhancement, and
invasive species management.

IN MEMORIAM

William H. “Billy” Dawson
February 15, 1950—January 31, 2017
William H. “Billy” Dawson passed away on January 31, 2017. He was
a true agricultural pioneer and innovator known for his development
of a successful value-added grain operation on the Northern Neck. He
had a tremendous impact on the agriculture community and was a
mentor for both young producers and his peers.
Mr. Dawson represented Northumberland County as a District
Director for 9 consecutive years from January 1, 1995 to December 31,
2003. During his tenure on the Board, he served as both the ViceChairman and Chairman. Prior to his election as a District Director,
Billy received the Area Clean Water Farm Award presented by the
District in 1992.
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Thanks to our many partnering agencies and organizations who assist with and make possible
all conservation efforts that are coordinated by the NNSWCD:

The Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Northern Neck Soil & Water Conservation District through financial and administrative assistance provided by the Virginia
Soil & Water Conservation Board and the Department of Conservation and Recreation.
Northern Neck Soil & Water Conservation District programs, activities and employment opportunities are available to all people regardless of disability, race, national
origin, sex, sexual orientation, color, age, religion/religious creed, veteran status, or genetics. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.
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5559 Richmond RD, Suite B
Warsaw, VA 22572
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NNSWCD Directors & Staff
Elected Directors
E. Derwin Booker, Jr., Chairman (Lancaster)
Charles “Chip” Jones, Vice-Chairman (Westmoreland)
J. Vince Garland, Treasurer (Richmond)
Frank A. “Bert” Johnson, Jr. (Richmond)
Robert E. Pickett (Northumberland)
H. Shirley Powell (Westmoreland)
Kenneth E. Savko (Lancaster)
Robert G. “Bobby” Vanlandingham (Northumberland)
Appointed Directors
Stephanie Romelczyk, Virginia Cooperative Extension Agent
James Minor, At-Large (Westmoreland)
Associate Directors
William D. “Danny” Allensworth
John Barber
Junius C. “J.C.” Berger
Richard F. Haynie
Staff:
Kathy E. Clarke, District Operations Manager
Brandon W. Dillistin, District Technical Manager
Sam Johnson, Non-Point Source Specialist
Kathleen D. Watson, Education /Outreach Specialist
Danny Withers, Conservation Specialist
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