Virtual Camp Will Promote Outdoor Learning Experiences
Summer is traditionally associated with sunny days, being outdoors, and
having fun. Until COVID-19 restrictions changed our lifestyle in 2020,
summer was synonymous with vacations, day trips, and special programs
for students, such as day camps and week long overnight camps. The
COVID-19 pandemic caused all summer activities in 2020 to be cancelled
or to go virtual as families stayed “safer at home” in compliance with the
Governor’s Executive Order.
In 2020, two popular conservation themed camps, the Virginia
Department of Forestry’s (DOF) Camp Woods and Wildlife and the
Virginia Association of SWCD’s (VASWCD) Youth Conservation Camp had
to cancel all planned camping activities. Sadly, with so much uncertainty
still surrounding the pandemic, both camps cancelled activities again this
year. Not wanting potential campers to miss another summer experience, DOF and VASWCD staff started
brainstorming. What if there was a five day virtual learning experience focused on natural resources that was
offered Monday through Friday, July 12-16, 2021? What if the only cost of the week long event was just
enough to cover supplies that could be mailed to each participant in advance? Thus began the planning for
the 2021 Virginia Academy of Natural Resources (VANR), a five day program for students currently in grades
9-12. VANR will feature live instruction and activities each morning and self guided outdoor follow up
activities in the afternoon. Topics will include aquatics, water quality, soils, wildlife and forestry.
All students interested in attending VANR must fill out and submit the electronic application document (in
google docs format) found at https://vaswcd.org/conservation-camp no later than April 30, 2021. Students
who are accepted to VANR will be notified and will have until May 31 to submit the $25 fee for instructional
materials which will be sent to participants prior to the event. Please contact Ellen Powell with the
Department of Forestry at ellen.powell@dof.virginia.gov for information about scholarships.

Richmond County Director Receives 20 Year Service Award
NNSWCD Chairman Robert Pickett (left) presented a Service Award
pin to fellow District Director and Board Treasurer Vince Garland in
recognition of his 20 years as an elected Director representing
Richmond County at the March 10, 2021 Board meeting. Typically,
service awards are given in person at the Virginia Association of
Conservation Districts (VASWCD) December Annual Meeting. Due
to COVID-19 restrictions, the Annual Meeting was held virtually and
service awards were mailed to the District Office.
District Operations Manager Kathy Clarke was recognized at the
VASWCD Employees’ Association virtual meeting for her 15 years of
service to the NNSWCD.
Congratulations to both Vince and Kathy and many thanks for your hard work on behalf of the NNSWCD and
conservation efforts in the Commonwealth.

Important Dates/Upcoming Events
Virginia Agricultural BMP Cost Share (VACS) Program Deadline:
* Cover crops must be destroyed and reported to the District Office no later than 06/01.
**Please note that 2021 cost share signups will take place July 6 - August 13, 2021.**
Virginia Conservation Assistance Program (VCAP) Deadlines:
* Applications are due to the NNSWCD by May 3, June 7, July 7, and August 2.
Household Hazardous Waste/E-Waste Collection Events (open to county residents only)
* Westmoreland County, (HHW only) April 24, 2021; 9am-2pm at the A.T. Johnson Building in Montross*
*In Westmoreland County there is a 100 lb. limit per household. Overages will be charged $1.05/lb. payable on site.
* Northumberland County, (HHW & E-Waste) May 1, 2021; 9am-2pm at the NMS bus parking lot, Claraville

USDA-NRCS Corner
I hope everyone had a warm and safe winter. I know everyone is gearing up for a super busy spring planting
season! Just a few reminders for those of you with active contracts, applications, or potential applications…
While NRCS is still making farm & field visits, we and FSA are now open to limited visitors by appointment! We
are limited to one visitor at a time and all safety protocols must be followed, however, this is progress and
we’re happy for it! If you would like to make an appointment to come into the office to meet with us, please
call us at 333-3525.
For everyone who had an unfunded FY20 Conservation Stewardship Program application (this is the 5 year program that we
commonly just refer to as CSP), normally there is a 2 year waiting period if producers have an unfunded renewal application,
HOWEVER, because last year was a learning year for NRCS nationally with our new planning/ranking systems, NHQ has waived this
requirement for FY21. This is EXCELLENT news for us on NNK because I anticipate over 60 such applications. If you have one of
these applications, anticipate a call from my office in the next two weeks to confirm that you want the application rolled over for
FY21 funding consideration. We still do not have the final guidance for the FY21 program, but I anticipate it coming soon. Once it
arrives, we won’t have a lot of time to finalize planning, so we’ll be calling and/or meeting to finalize everything quickly.
The submission date for FY21 EQIP funding consideration was delayed to April 23 rd. This is for all fund pools EXCEPT aquaculture
(see more on that below), so if you’ve got a FY21 EQIP application with us, I hope we’ll know who is preapproved by the first week
of May. We will be in touch as quickly as possible to let everyone know, but don’t hesitate to call us at the office if you wish to
check in. Contract obligation is not a quick process, but please remember that we cannot pay for anything in a contract until it is
obligated (i.e., if you’ve been preapproved for a high tunnel, do NOT purchase anything until you’re obligated or we cannot
reimburse you for anything purchased!).
Our state office heard our requests for additional aquaculture funding and has allocated a special pool of funding for FY21! These
applications are for restoration of oyster beds. The deadline for applications is May 7 th.
I sent out an email on March 26th requesting feedback via an online survey on how we can improve our service to all of you. And
y’all… I have only received one response back (That’s right. I’m using my Mom voice AND my mountain twang is coming out b/c I’m
really upset about this!). While the responses will be collected and summarized for my state office, I’ll also gladly take feedback on
how my office can better serve you as well here on the NNK. I WANT this feedback to make sure we’re doing our job well here in
Warsaw, and if not, how can we improve? I also sit on the committee that takes this information and tries to apply it statewide. It is
taken seriously, and every recommendation is reviewed for feasibility for the next FY. The deadline for submission is April 30th.
PLEASE take some time to submit this back to me. If you did not receive it via email, please let me know and I can send it to you or
go over your ideas over the phone.
One last reminder for this spring, for those of you with nutrient management payments due this year through EQIP or CSP, please
remember to keep your fertilizer receipts so that we can confirm that you followed your nutrient management plans for payment
after harvest!
Lastly, Scott has accepted a detail as the District Conservationist in our Gloucester office and will be working from Gloucester 2-3
days a week. While we are actively interviewing and trying to hire additional personnel in the Warsaw office, it is just me 2-3 days a
week, so please be patient with us. We WILL get back to voicemails and emails as quickly as possible! And also…congrats Scott!
I hope everyone has a safe planting season!

Lucee F. Kossler
District Conservationist
Warsaw Service Center
804-250-4462
Lucia.kossler@usda.gov

Scott Hammond
Soil Conservationist
Warsaw Service Center
804-250-4470
Scott.hammond@usda.gov
*USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.*

In Memoriam

John C. Barber
January 6, 1925 – February 6, 2021
Dr. John Clark Barber was a friend to conservation efforts in the Northern Neck.
Following a career with the U.S. Forest Service, he belonged to several
conservation organizations. Dr. Barber served the NNSWCD for 30 years, as an
elected District Director (1998-2000) and as an Associate Director (1991-1997 and
2001-2021).

Covid-19 Update

Pandemic Presents Challenges and Opportunities a Year Later
After 13 months, COVID-19 remains a constant factor as the NNSWCD works with our producers, our
community, and our partner agencies to further conservation
work in the Northern Neck. Our main goal is to get this work
done as seamlessly as possible in a world where business is still
anything but “usual”.
The NNSWCD office remains closed to the public with staff
members in the office in compliance with CDC occupancy and
social distancing guidelines. Safeguards such as plexiglass barriers
are in place for everyone’s protection. Anyone needing NNSWCD
services is asked to call ahead and a staff member will meet with
you in the parking lot.
With the first of the year came an Executive Order limiting in
person gatherings to 10 people, making it necessary to hold the January, February, and March Board
Meetings virtually. This called for patience, creativity, and flexibility on the part of all involved. We are
grateful to Richmond County for the use of the Public Meeting Room as well as access to the County’s
technology and personnel who made it possible to meet via Zoom and also made it possible to record those
meetings and make them available on YouTube. You can find all of this year’s past and future Board
Meeting information on our website, nnswcd.org under the Board Meetings tab. As of press time, current
conditions will allow us to resume in-person meetings with a 50 person limit. As always, the NNSWCD
adheres to the most current CDC guidelines in place at any given time.
Educational programming is still delivered virtually, with watershed lessons on the calendar for Montross
Middle School’s 6th grade science classes during April. The popular state wide SWCD educational program
for high school students, the Virginia Dominion Energy Envirothon has transitioned to a virtual format for
both the Area and State Competitions in 2021.
Traditionally, SWCDs rotate the role of “host” for the Envirothon. Under normal circumstances, the 2021
competition would have been hosted by the Three Rivers SWCD in Tappahannock and would have taken
place within TRSWCD’s service area. Planning a virtual Envirothon just might require more logistics than an
in-person event, but the planning process has been a wonderful example of collaboration between the
districts of Area III and James River SWCD of Area VI. Michelle Carter and Waring Baylor of TRSWCD and
Brianna Morring of JRSWCD took the lead and kept the planning committee on task throughout the process.
The competition will take place virtually on April 17. We will share the competition results in the upcoming
summer edition of Conservation Around the Neck.
The NNSWCD looks forward to hosting the 2022 Area III Envirothon next spring.
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NNSWCD Directors and Staff
Directors
Robert E. Pickett—Chairman (Northumberland)
Frank A. “Bert” Johnson—Vice-Chairman (Richmond)
J. Vince Garland——Treasurer (Richmond)
Faye A. Andrashko—(Lancaster)
William “Billy” McCarty—(Lancaster)
H. Shirley Powell —(Westmoreland)
Robert Vanlandingham —(Northumberland)
Richard Wilkins—(Westmoreland)
Trent Jones—Virginia Cooperative Extension Agent
Louis Gregory “Greg” Basye—At Large Appointed Member

Associate Directors
William D. Allensworth
John Barber
E. Derwin Booker, Jr
Junius C. Berger
Richard F. Haynie
Kenneth Savko

Staff
Kathy Clarke
Brandon Dillistin
Joanna Balderson
Lowery Becker
Kelsey Moss
Aaron Saunders
Kathleen Watson

District Operations Manager
District Technical Manager
Administrative Assistant
Non-Point Source Specialist
Intern
Conservation Specialist
Education/Outreach Specialist

NRCS Staff
Lucee Kossler
Scott Hammond

District Conservationist
Soil Conservationist

The Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Northern Neck Soil & Water Conservation District through
financial and administrative assistance provided by the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board and the
Department of Conservation and Recreation.
Northern Neck Soil & Water Conservation District programs, activities and employment opportunities are
available to all people regardless of disability, race, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, color, age,
religion/religious creed, veteran status, or genetics. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

