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Local College Bound Students Awarded Scholarships
Bavuso First State Association Scholarship Recipient from Northern Neck
Matthew R. Bavuso, (pictured, right) son of Dr. Sal and Mrs. Katherine Bavuso of Weems received
one of four $1,000 scholarships offered statewide from the Virginia Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts (VASWCD) Educational Foundation. Matthew is the first student from the
Northern Neck to receive an Educational Foundation scholarship since the program began in 1990,
according to VASWCD Executive Director Dr. Kendall Tyree.
Active in extracurricular activities throughout school, Matthew lettered in high school athletics, was
involved in Boy Scouts and served on the Northern Neck’s Envirothon team in 2016.
Matthew will attend Virginia Wesleyan College in Virginia Beach this fall to study biology. His
ultimate goal is to become a research scientist focusing on genetics related to plant, insect and
marine life species.

Hinton Receives District Scholarship for Ag Program
Austin J. Hinton is the 2017 recipient of the NNSWCD’s $1,000 scholarship awarded annually to a
student who is a Northern Neck resident. The student must enroll or be currently enrolled in a
college or university program related to agriculture or conservation. Austin, who is the son of Jeff
and Tina Hinton of Heathsville, will begin Virginia Tech’s Ag Tech Program this fall. His focus of study
will be Applied Agricultural Management. Upon completion of the program, Austin plans to return to
the family’s farm in Northumberland County.
According to Austin, he knew from a very young age that he wanted to continue the family’s tradition
of farming.“ I hope to gain the knowledge to help our century old farm become more diversified and
sustainable in today’s market,” he said. He is also interested in preserving and improving the soil that
has sustained the farm for over one hundred years. He is a fan of conservation practices such as
cover crops and notes how they improve the soil by building organic matter, enhancing the soil’s
ability to hold moisture and protecting against erosion. “This helps to ensure a good financial and
environmental return for farms, the community, and even wildlife,” he added.

Warsaw NRCS Field Office Hosts Summer Intern
Matthew Wescott, (pictured at left) a senior at North Carolina State University in Raleigh, NC is
interning at the NRCS Field Office in Warsaw this summer. Matthew, who plans to become a
certified professional soil scientist and wetlands scientist will graduate from NC State in 2018
with a degree in Agricultural and Environmental Systems, with a minor in Soil Science. His
interest in USDA’s planning and review process and the opportunity to gain work experience at
NRCS is what prompted him to apply to the internship program.
Matthew is from Washington, NC, which is located in the eastern part of the state. He enjoys
working on his grandfather’s farm and likes to go duck hunting and fishing in his spare time.
Welcome Matthew!

Local Efforts Recognized
2016 Clean Water Farm Award Recipients
In keeping with the Department of Conservation and Recreation’s
(DCR) Clean Water Farm Award Program, the District
recognizes Northern Neck farmers who demonstrate a
commitment to protecting water quality and soil resources by
issuing Clean Water Farm Awards. Four local farmers received
these awards at the District’s annual holiday dinner and
recognition program on December 14, 2016.
Kirk Vanlandingham was named the winner of the 2016
Chesapeake Bay Potomac Basin Clean Water Farm Award. “Kirk
has begun utilizing precision Ag on all of the land that he farms in
Northumberland and Richmond Counties. He also plants annual
cover crops and has no-tilled all farmland since 1993. Kirk has
demonstrated knowledge, experience, and commitment to
conservation on his farm,” said Danny Withers, District
Conservation Specialist.

Above: District Conservation Specialist Danny Withers, Kirk and Teresa
Vanlandingham and their daughter Mackenzie.

Allen Clarke, Robert Taylor, and Jerry Withers, who formed a
farming partnership in 1989, were awarded the 2016 Chesapeake
Bay Rappahannock Basin Clean Water Farm Award for their
efforts on the land that they farm in Richmond and Westmoreland
Counties. “Allen, Robert and Jerry have shown a passion for
conservation by implementing numerous best management
practices throughout the years. These gentlemen are always eager
to try various practices, such as utilizing cereal rye for cover crop
and no-tilling,” Withers stated.
In 1998, Virginia’s Department of Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) implemented The Clean Water Farm Award Program to
recognize farmers utilizing practices designed to protect water
quality and soil resources in Virginia.
***
Robert and Linda Taylor with their granddaughter Katie
Vanlandingham, Jerry Withers, & Allen Clarke.

McKenzie Receives Blue Crab Award
The District recognized Stuart McKenzie (pictured left )
for his work and dedication to conservation in the
Northern Neck with the annual Blue Crab Award, which
was presented at the District’s annual holiday dinner on
December 14, 2016. Stuart, an avid outdoorsman, is the
County Planner for Northumberland County and has
dedicated many years to the preservation of natural
resources in the Northern Neck

Dillistin Recognized for Service

Brandon Dillistin presented the 2016 Blue Crab Award to Stuart McKenzie
during the annual Holiday Dinner at Indian Creek Yacht and Country Club.

District Technical Manager Brandon Dillistin was
recognized for 10 years of service to the NNSWCD at
the Virginia Association of Soil and Water
Conservation Districts’ Employee Recognition Luncheon
on December 6th, 2016. The luncheon took place during
the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation
Districts Annual Meeting at the Hotel Roanoke. The
Annual Meeting provides training and professional
development opportunities to SWCD employees from
Virginia.

Conservation News

Shoreline Erosion Advisory Service Hires Shoreline Engineer
Aaron Wendt joined the staff of the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation
(DCR) in April 2017 as the new Shoreline Engineer with the Shoreline Erosion Advisory
Service (SEAS). Aaron was born and raised in Texas. He is a graduate of Texas A&M
University, where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Renewable Natural Resources
Management in December 1999. Aaron has over 15 years of service with the State of
Texas, having worked for the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board, the Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department, Texas Tech University, and Texas A&M AgriLife Research.
The last 12 and a half years at the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board have
provided Aaron with a wealth of experience in watershed planning, agricultural nonpoint
source water pollution abatement, brush management and public water supply
enhancement, and invasive species management. During this time, Aaron worked closely
with Texas’ soil and water conservation districts to deliver natural resource conservation
programs to agricultural producers throughout the state. Professionally, Aaron says that he
has “worked to integrate information across various scientific disciplines to develop
effective management programs and practices that benefit natural resources and ecosystem health.” Aaron believes that “when
landowners ably manage our shared natural resources, we all can enjoy the public benefits of clean and plentiful drinking water
and a healthy ecosystem.”
Aaron moved to Virginia with his family in 2017; he has a 3-year old son, and his wife, who is originally from Virginia, now works
for the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). Aaron likes outdoor recreation activities, such as hiking and
camping, and looks forward to diving in to the rich cultural and natural history of Virginia. Working out of the DCR Tappahannock
Regional Office, through the Shoreline Erosion Advisory Service (SEAS), Aaron will provide free advice and technical assistance to
landowners who are experiencing shoreline or streambank erosion problems. SEAS staff will evaluate someone’s shoreline and
provide specific recommendations to protect the shoreline that are tailored to the property; these recommendations can result
in properly designed and constructed solutions, providing better shoreline protection and minimizing potential negative impacts
to the environment. Aaron can be contacted by phone at (804) 443-5642 (office) or (804) 296-1701 (cell) or by email at
aaron.wendt@dcr.virginia.gov. More information on the Shoreline Erosion Advisory Service is available at
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/soil-and-water/seas.

Dates to Remember:


July 17 through August 18, 2017: Virginia Agricultural Cost Share sign up period; Contact Danny
Withers, District Conservation Specialist for additional information at (804) 313-9102 ex 106.



July 31, 2017: VASWCD Natural Resources Photo Contest submission deadline. Please visit
www.VASWCD.org for more information on how to enter.

Upcoming Events:


September 16, 2017: Lancaster County Household Hazardous Waste and Electronic Waste
Collection, 9 am - 2 pm



September 23, 2017: Northumberland County Household Hazardous Waste and Electronic Waste
Collection 9 am - 2 pm



October 21, 2017: Westmoreland County Household Hazardous Waste Collection, 7:30 am-11 am
Richmond County Household Hazardous Waste Collection, 1 pm—4:30 pm

For more information about Household Hazardous Waste Events, please contact
Kathleen Watson at (804) 313-9102, ex. 105.

Northern Neck Soil and Water Conservation District

P.O. Box 220
5559 Richmond Road
Warsaw, VA 22572-0220

Non Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Warsaw, VA 22572
Permit No. 85

(804) 313-9102

Directors
E. Derwin Booker, Jr.—Chairman (Lancaster)
Charles “Chip” Jones —Vice Chairman (Westmoreland)
J. Vince Garland——Treasurer (Richmond)
Frank Johnson ——(Richmond)
H. Shirley Powell —(Westmoreland)
Robert E. Pickett—(Northumberland)
Kenneth E. Savko—(Lancaster)
Robert Vanlandingham —(Northumberland)
Stephanie Romelczyk—Virginia Cooperative Extension Agent
James E. Minor——(Westmoreland) At–large Member

Associate Directors
William D. Allensworth
John Barber
Junius C. Berger
Richard F. Haynie

NNSWCD Staff
Kathy Clarke

District Operations Manager

Brandon Dillistin

District Technical Manager

Sam Johnson

Non-Point Source Specialist

Kathleen Watson

Education/Outreach Specialist

Danny Withers

Conservation Specialist

NRCS Staff
Debbie Bullock

District Conservationist

Emily Brown

Private Lands Agronomist

The Commonwealth of Virginia supports the Northern Neck Soil & Water Conservation District through financial and administrative assistance provided by the Virginia Soil and
Water Conservation Board and the Department of Conservation and Recreation.
Northern Neck Soil & Water Conservation District programs, activities and employment opportunities are available to all people regardless of disability, race, national origin, sex,
sexual orientation, color, age, religion/religious creed, veteran status, or genetics. An equal opportunity/affirmative action employer.

